Summative Test Corrections Policy


Cumulative, mid-Semester tests are the primary method to check where you are in learning the material you should have mastered at that point.  Unfortunately, there is limited opportunity to go back and re-teach past concepts.  So, in order to encourage students to take the time to reflect on any gaps in their knowledge, students are rewarded with partial credit back on their tests for demonstrating that they have a full understanding of a mistake they made on a test.  This is demonstrated through the test correction process.

The Process

1. Test corrections must be written on notebook paper in pencil with only one question maximum per sheet of paper.  (May be done on a half sheet of paper.)

2. Clearly title your paper with the test name and version (and your name, period, & group).

3. Either staple the test question or write the question on your paper.

4. Write down both your full wrong answer and the full correct answer (other answer choices optional).

5. Draw a diagram for the problem before you explain it in words.  This must be approved before going on.

6. State the main concept/s of the problem.  If possible relate it directly to a standard.

7. Teach the problem in a way that makes it clear you fully understand how to get the correct answer and that a non-Physics student would understand.  (Math work and explanations of wrong choices is often required for credit.)

8. DO NOT TAKE SHORTCUTS!

How can you tell if your correction is complete?

Imagine that you are assigned a 5-minute oral report to teach how to do the problem you are correcting.

· Your diagram is your main visual aid.  The labels should be absolutely clear in their meaning.  The sketch itself should be good enough to be worth referring to multiple times during your presentation.

· If the problem either involves numbers or would benefit from a mathematical proof, your math work should be laid out as if it also is a visual aid.  Math steps should be vertical with explanations for each step running next to the math work in a separate column.  Variables and numbers in the math work should usually be visible on your diagram.  Don’t forget the steps to solving a homework problem.

· Your explanation truly explains the underlying reason why the correct answer is right.  Both identifying the main concepts of the problem and then specifically applying the concept to the problem is a must.  Often, explaining similar, but different, situations is needed to show you know why the correct answer is correct; as opposed to simply knowing it’s correct because you saw it on the answer key.

· Explaining how you got fooled into choosing the wrong answer is a powerful way to prove you truly understand the problem.  Besides the wrong answer you chose, explaining other wrong choices may sometimes be necessary to really show why the correct answer is the best answer, esp. for non-mathematical problems.

How can you make the test correction process easier?

The short answer is you can’t.  

· Doing test corrections is not a substitute for doing your best on the test.

A few practical suggestions that should reduce the unnecessary pain are…

· If you try to include more than is necessary, you will usually save time in the long run.  Students that try to figure out the bare minimum to do, often end up spending more time in re-writes and get less credit.

· Leave blank space and blank lines to add additional information that the grader requests.

· Don’t neglect your English lessons.  Clear English is Clear Thinking, and that is what leads to points.

· Don’t be afraid to erase. Tiny omissions, like leaving units off your numbers in a sentence, can simply be added to the sentence.  If, however, you wrote a sentence that received a comment of “huh?”, that sentence needs to be completely replaced with something better.  Don’t leave wrong or muddled information in your submission.   Don’t force the grader to jump around and rotate your paper, just to read a few sentences in the correct order.

